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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 ) The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1-1) Claims 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 16, 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Microsoft Excel 2000 (version 9.0.4402 SR-1, copyrighted 1985- 
1999; hereafter referred to as 'Excel'). 

In regard to independent claim 5, Excel teaches receiving a category indication 
for the number (ie., Format cell)(Exce1, page 4). 

Excel teaches receiving a locale identifier for the number (ie., locale identification 
in in a numbered folder in MS-Office that is accessible to Excel)(Excel, page 2). 

Excel teaches cross-referencing the category indication and the locale identifier 
to determine a plurality of sample number formats with a plurality of underlying number 
formats (ie., LCID with MS Office components can support various languages which are 
cross referenced with MS Office applications)(Excel, page 9). 

Excel teaches dislaying the plurality of sample number formats (ie M format cell 
list of sample dates)(ExceI, page 4). 

Excel teaches receiving an indication of a selection of one of the plurality of a 
sample number formats (ie., user selects a item from the sample list)(Excel, page 4). 

Excel teaches storing the underlying number format of the selected sample 
number format in the association with a value for the cell, wherein the underlying 
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number format of the selected sample number format and the value for the cell 
comprise the numbe" (ie., the General number format is the default number format, user 
can reset a number format to the General format; association is shown by changing only 
the appearance without changing the number)(Excel, page 1, item 1a, 1c, 1d) 

In regard to dependent claim 6, Excel teaches receiving the category indication 
from a selection from a Category dropdown menu (Excel, page 4). 

In regard to dependent claim 8, Excel teaches displaying the plurality of 
sample number formats in a Type menu of a Format Cell dialog (Excel, page 4). 

In regard to dependent claim 9, Excel teaches receiving an indication from the 
Type menu of the Format Cell dialog (Excel page 4). 

In regard to dependent claim 10, Excel teaches a computer-readable medium 
having computer-executable instructions for performing the steps recited in claim 5 
(Excel, page 1-7). 

Claim 16, Excel teaches wherein the category indication and the locale identifier 
determine a calendar type of the number (ie., Formatting number in cells to switch 
between Gregorian and Hijri calendars)(Excel, page 8). 

In regard to claim 17, Excel teaches wherein the category indication and the 
locale identifier determine a number shape of the number (ie., customizing the display 
of number and text)(page 1, item 1e)(ie., shrink font size to show all data in a cell, ... 
bold, italics, color or other text format ...these features change the number shape when 
chosen by the users)(Excel, page 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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2) The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12-1) Claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 15, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Microsoft Excel 2000, in view of Davis et al (US 5657259, 

issued Aug 1997). 

In regard to independent claim 1, Excel teaches determining the value of a 
number (ie., cell values in Excel to perform calculations)(Excel, Page 1, Item 1a). 

Excel teaches reading a worldwide number format of the number, wherein the 
worldwide format includes a locale specifier of the number and a base format of the 
number, (ie., number 10893 in the formula base is a base number format, also the 
General format is the default format to which various formats can be applied)(Excel, 
Page 1, item 1a-1d)(ie., Local identification numbers for language-specific files stored 
along with Office folders)(Excel, page 2). 

Excel teaches using the base format and the locale specifier to render the 
number (ie., general number format, custom number format)(Excel, page 1 t items 1b, 
1d, 1e). 

Excel prior art cited does not expressly teach, but Davis teaches therein applying 
the worldwide number format to the number (ie., tools for converting numerical 
information and associated information from one system to another ... on language to 
another)(col 2, lines 1-6). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Excel to included converting numerical information in one language 
to another as taught by Davis, providing the benefit of an improved number formatting 
for converting numerical information (col 1 , lines 60-67). 

In regard to dependent claim 2, Excel teaches the worldwide number format 
comprises a locale identification used to categorized different parts of the world and 
determine what language in which to render the number (ie., locale identification 
number is used to categorized different parts of the world and determine which 
language to render files) (Excel, page 2, Microsoft Excel Help screenshot). 

In regard to dependent claim 3, Excel teaches the worldwide number format 
further comprises a number shape including a number shape value that indicates that 
shape in which to render the number (ie., customizing the display of number and 
text)(page 1, item 1e)(ie., shrink font size to show all data in a cell, ... bold, italics, color 
or other text format ...these features change the number shape when chosen by the 
users)(Excel, page 3). 

In regard to dependent claim 4, Excel teaches worldwide number format further 
comprises a calendar type including a calandar type value that indicates which calendar 
should be used to calculate a date from teh value of the number (ie., Formatting 
number in cells to switch between Gregorian and Hijri calendars)(Excel, page 8). 

In regard to claim 15, Excel teaches worldwide number format is stored in 
association with the value of the number (ie., number format where value is stored and 
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displayed in the formula bar that Excel uses to perform calculations)(page 1 , items 1a, 
1b). 

2-1) Claims 7, 11, 12, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Excel (as cited above), in view of Microsoft Windows NT 
(version 3.3/4.0, copyrighted 1981-1998; hereafter referred to as "NT"). 

In regard to dependent claim 7, Excel teaches receiving the locale identifier 
(ie., LCID in Excel)(page 9). 

Excel does not expressly teach, but Windows NT teaches from a selection from a 
Locale dropdown menu (Windows NT, page 1; Excel page 2, page 4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Excel to include a drop down selection menu with locale identifier in 
a locale dropdown menu as taught by Windows NT, providing the benefit of allowing 
users to easily pick locale identification numbers for language just as easily users pick 
the locale in Windows NT (NT page 1) and just as easily as users pick cell formats in 
Excel (Excel page 4). 

In regard to independent claim 11, Excel teaches "a category menu comprising 
a plurality of number categories to select the number" (Excel, page 4 teaches the 
selection boxes and page 2 teaches a 'list' of LCID; additionally, it was very common in 
the art, at the time of the invention to create selection boxes for users to pick from a list 
of selection). 

Excel does not expressly teach, but Windows NT teaches "a Locale menu 
comprising a plurality of locales to select as the local identification for the number" (NT, 



Application/Control Number: 09/755,432 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2176 

page 1 teaches locale to select in a menu; Excel, page 2 teaches locale identification 
numbers). 

Excel teaches "a Type menu comprising a plurality of sample display formats to 
select to display the number" (Excel, page 4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Excel to include a locale identifier in a locale dropdown menu as 
taught by Windows NT, providing the benefit of allowing users to easily pick locale 
identification numbers for language just as easily users pick the locale in Windows NT 
(NT page 1) and just as easily as users pick cell formats in Excel (Excel page 4). 

In regard to dependent claim 12, Excel in view of NT teaches "plurality of 
sample display formats is generated in response to a selection of one of the plurality of 
number categories and a selection of one of the plurality of locale" (Excel, page 4, 
teaches number categories and selection of one of the plurality in response to sample 
display; Excel, page 2 teaches locale; NT, page 1 teaches selecting a locale from a 
menu). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Excel to include a locale identifier in a locale dropdown menu as 
taught by Windows NT, providing the benefit of allowing users to easily pick locale 
identification numbers for language just as easily users pick the locale in Windows NT 
(NT page 1 ) and just as easily as users pick cell formats in Excel (Excel page 4). 
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In regard to dependent claim 13, Excel teaches each of the plurality of sample 
display formats has a corresponding underlying number format (ie., General 
format)(Excel, page 1, item 1d). 

In regard to dependent claim 14, Excel teaches a selection of one of the 
plurality of sample display formats causes the corresponding underlying number format 
of the selected sample display format to be applied to the number (Excel, page 1 , items 
1a, 1b, 1e, 1f). 

In regard to dependent claim 18, Excel teaches the underlying number format 
includes at least one of a calendar type of the number and a number shape of the 
number (ie., Formatting number in cells to switch between Gregorian and Hijri 
calendars)(Excel, page 8)(ie., customizing the display of number and text)(page 1, item 
1e)(ie., shrink font size to show all data in a cell, ... bold, italics, color or other text 
format ...these features change the number shape when chosen by the users)(Excel, 
page 3). 

Claim 19, Excel teaches wherein the number shape is determined based on the 
selection of one of the plurality of number categories and the selection of one of the 
plurality of locales (ie., the format of a number can be picked from a category (ie., date) 
and the user can select which type of the display for the date number to display. The 
type box shows the shape of the date number or a currency category would show 
options of currency number shapes, which use can choose based on their location, as 
localization is taught by Excel on page 2 LCID)(page 4). 
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Claim 20, Excel teaches the calendar type is determined based on the selection 
of one of the plurality of number categories and the selection of one of the plurality of 
locales (ie., Format menu, Cell, Number tab allows users to specify the calendar type 
with the date field that they chose from the categories. By entering *B1\ the user 
selects a different calender type than entering 'B2')(page 8). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 7/19/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. *** 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 , 2, 3, 4, and 15 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Examiner includes 
the Davis reference that teaches the amended portions of the claims. Examiner does 
not agree with the arguments. The General number format as taught by Excel is used 
worldwide as a base format 

Claim 5. Applicant argues that cross referencing is not taught with Excell. 
Examiner disagrees. It is inherent for the Excel application in a MS-Office environment 
that supports various languages to cross reference with Office and Excel (Excel, page 
9). 

Claims 2-4, 6, 8-10 and 13-14, Applicant argues that these claims are allowable 
because they depend on claims 1 and 5. Examiner rejects claims 1 and 5, and thus 
disagrees with the applicant. 

Claims 7, 11, 12. 
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Applicant argues that NT does not cure the deficiencies of Excel. Examiner 
disagrees. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Excel to include a drop down selection lists and menu with locale 
identifier in a locale dropdown menu as taught by Windows NT, providing the benefit of 
allowing users to easily pick locale identification numbers for language just as easily 
users pick the locale in Windows NT (NT page 1) and just as easily as users pick cell 
formats in Excel (Excel page 4). NT reference is relied upon to teach the dropdown 
selection technology which can be combined with selecting locales. The selection of 
locales and Locale ID's are well established in Excel. 

New Claims, Applicant argues that neither reference teaches a category 
indication and a locale identifier for shape of number. Examiner disagrees, Excel 
teaches the category and local identifier, the shape of the numbers depends on the 
selection of category (ie., for a date number, the date number shape 1 1052004 is a 
different number shape than 1 1/05/04). Applicant should more clearly specify the shape 
of numerals, as Examiner interprets numbers to contain a plurality of numerals and any 
variation in numerals in a string of numerals is a different number shape. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gautam Sain whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4096. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on 571-272-4090. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



